Paramedian Submandibular Approach for Removal of Foreign Bodies in the Pterygoid Muscle in Two Dogs.
The purpose of this report is to document a unique location of an oropharyngeal foreign body, diagnosed via contrast computed tomography (CT), as well as a novel surgical approach to the pterygoid muscle region. Oropharyngeal foreign objects are an uncommon but potentially serious disease that can lead to chronic abscessation and pain. Two dogs were presented with chronic complaints, including pain and inability to fully open the mouth for a 1 yr and 5 mo duration, respectively. There was no history or evidence of skin sinus or submandibular/cervical swelling on physical examination of either dog. Both dogs had normal oropharyngeal anatomy with the exception of an asymmetric contrast-enhancing lesion within the pterygoid muscle on CT imaging. As there were no gross abnormalities visible during surgery, the use of contrast CT was vital in order to isolate the focus of infection. A paramedian submandibular approach was used to explore this region, and in both cases, foreign material was successfully removed with subsequent resolution of clinical signs. The dogs were immediately free of clinical signs and showed no recurrence for at least 8 and 17 mo after the exploration, respectively. A novel surgical approach is described to remove oropharyngeal foreign objects and necrotic debris within the pterygoid muscle.